In these cases, after a 40 grain dose, the toxic effect upon the heart was manifest.
In one case only, the 4th, irregularity was developed by so small a dose as 20 grains, but lowered frequency was not uncommon. The large dose was given also twice to a bulky, robust man, but did not affect the heart, so far at least as to cause irregularity. The pulse seemed, but with exceptions, at first and that speedily to improve in quality, but in an hour it became soft and small, sometimes lowered in frequency, and finally the action of the heart became irregular. Although it is difficult to eliminate from the sedative effects of mere repose on the respiratory and circulatory organs of a delirious person, those which are due to the drug which induces the repose, there can be little question that the chloral acted directly and specially on the heart in these instances. In many of the cases also, from the aspect of the countenance, flushed and full, and from the improved colour of the rash, brightening when petechial,?the impression of stimulated action which we have said the pulse at the very first, and for a short time, conveys, receives further confirmation. The breathing also is quickened and short, but not laboured. These phenomena are, however, of the most transient description, and soon give place to those with which we are familiar in natural sleep. The .state of the pupil is the same?contracted to the utmost, as in the "pin-hole pupil" of Graves; but, differing from the contracted pupil of narcosis, it expands in the chloral sleep immediately the patient is awaked. 
